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Chapter 19 CLAMPS

HOW TO CHOOSE AND USE THEM

The “Types and Uses” section provides you with a list of
some of the types of clamps. These pages should help
you select the right clamp to do the job. The “Using”

section tells you how to use the clamps to perform the
desired function. The “Care” procedures tell you how to
care for the items.
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TYPES AND USES
C-CLAMPS HAND SCREW CLAMPS

C-clamps are used to hold work which cannot be held in
a vise, or which has to be held for extended periods of
time. They are available in a variety of sizes.

The hand screw clamp is made up of two hardwood or
high impact plastic jaws (1) and two hand-operated
screws (2) which hold the clamp together. The hand
screw clamp is used for holding wood while gluing. They
are available in a variety of sizes.

USING A C-CLAMP

Select a clamp which has an opening about 1-1/2 to
2 inches wider than the material to be clamped.
Glass and highly polished surfaces must be pro-
tected. Use brass shims or wooden blocks. Open
clamp as wide as it will go.

2 Align work and protective blocks if required. Place
clamp (1) in position, and tighten operating
screw (2) until contact is made with material being
clamped.

3 Check alignment of material being clamped. Check
that the clamp is applying even pressure over entire
surface.

CAUTION

Do not use wrenches or bars to tighten
clamps.

4 Tighten clamp against surface.
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USING A HAND SCREW CLAMP
CAUTION

Use only on wood.

Examine material to be clamped and select a clamp
which will span across the work.

1 Open the clamp jaws (1) and place the work
between the jaws. Keep jaws parallel. Use rawhide
or soft leather to protect highly polished surface.

2 Tighten operating screws (2) making sure the clamp
jaws remain parallel. Be sure jaws fit firmly on work.
Properly clamped work will form a square.

CAUTION

Make sure vise jaws remain parallel to
edges of work.

CARE OF C-CLAMPS
Clean threads and swivel with a rag, and lubricate with a
light coat of oil.

Store on a rack, on pins, or in a tool box.

For long storage periods, apply a rust-preventive
compound.

CARE OF HAND SCREW CLAMPS
Lubricate screws with a few drops of light oil. Apply light
coat of linseed oil to wood surfaces.

Store clamps on racks, pins, or carefully place them in
your tool box. Wipe clamps off with a rag before storing.
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